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Each new Hollywood
release typically carries
a wealth of anticipa-
tion, but the turnout
always varies. Though
where the turnout
becomes interesting is
the debut of sequels,
as a Hollywood sequel
tends to carry more
anticipation than any
other type of film.
This year seems to be
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quite the time for sequels, and many more are
destined to hit theaters before 2020.

From January to July we’ve had Taken 3, The
SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water, Hot
Tub Time Machine 2, The Second Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel, Furious 7, Paul Blart: Mall
Cop2, Avengers: Age of Ultron, Pitch Perfect 2,
Mad Max: Fury Road, Insidious: Chapter 3, Ted
2, Magic Mike XXL and Terminator Genesys.
At least nine more sequels await theaters for the
remainder of the year, and 2016 will follow suit
with just as many if not more.

I constantly wonder where the drive for sequels
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originates. Sequels to blockbuster smashes,

like the inevitable Jurassic World sequel, are
expected, but at times I feel Hollywood puts out
sequels with no real interest among moviegoers.
An example being Hot Tub Time Machine 2,
where and at what time did any one person sit,
watching Hot Tube Machine (2010), and think
about wanting to see another? It’s the same
with the second Mall Cop film. And what’s
even more astonishing about movies like these
is people actually flock to see them, as if they
have nothing better to do. Surely no one can be
that bored. Hell, if I want to provide my family
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La Chef ARGENTINE

5200 FM 2920 #180, Spring, TX 77388

(832) 585-1840

Hours: Open daily at 11am, closed Tuesdays

Argentine cuisine at its best served in a side cafe style restau-
rant. They offer over 15 styles of handmade empanadas, a few
destined to become your absolute favorite. Probably the best
kept secret in Spring, until now. We cater!

Taco Crave MEXICAN

5200 Farm to Market Road 2920 #120, Spring, TX 77388

(281) 288-0940  www.tacocrave.net

Hours: Open at 11am every day, closed Sundays

The best Mexican street tacos this side of the border. Also offers
Quesadilla and huge Burritos. Tasty flavors like beef or chicken fa-
jita, beef brisket, chicken chipotle and a handful more. A must have
dining experience. Flavor for the month of June: Venison & Potato.

The Lasagna House Il

217 Cypress Creek Pkwy, Houston, TX 77090

(281) 580-7797  www.lasagnahouse.com

Hours: Open daily at 11am till 9pm; 10pm Thurs; 11pm Fri & Sat
Authentic Italian Cuisine. Everything from pizza, pasta, salad
and of course several kinds of mouth watering lasagna. Great
staff, delicious food, great atmosphere, plus a great selection of
wines and local craft beer. Check them out today!
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The Lava Cookie SANDWICH/CAFE

27326 Robinson Road 115, Conroe, TX 77385

(832) 785-8906

Hours: Open every day at 11am, closed on Sundays

A Counter Cafe providing the best designer sandwiches and
other comfort food inside Space Cadets store.

Featured photo: The Ron Swanson Sandwich

Le Pam’s House Of Creole CAJUN

1644 FM 1960 West, Houston, TX 77073

(281) 444-1464

Hours: Opens at 11am to 7pm, except Fri (8pm), Sat (6pm)
and Sun (4pm)

www.lepamshouseofcreole.com

Le Pam’s brings the taste of New Orleans to Houston

Jackpot Pizza
6450 Louetta Rd #225, Spring, TX 77379

(281) 257-0762  Visit us online at www.jackpotpizzas.com
Hours: Mon-Thurs 4pm to 8:30; Fri 4pm to 9:30pm; Sat & Sun 1pm to 9:30pm
Jackpot Pizza is a proud, independent pizza shoppe in Spring,
TX. We are family owned and operated, and offer a variety

of gourmet pizzas, salads, pastas, appetizers and desserts to
please your pallet. Give us a try tonight! We bet you'll love us!
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Rakuu ASIAN

5200 FM 2920 #190, Spring, TX 77388

(281) 651-5464

Hours: Open 7 days a week 10:30am to 10pm
www.rakuurestaurant.com

Rakuu offers authentic, deliciously healthy Asian food and Sushi
Bar with friendly service and great prices.

1-45 Diner AMERICANA DINER

19790 |-45, Spring, TX 77388

(713) 389-5627  https:/fwww.facebook.com/I45diner

Hours: Open 7 days a week 6am to 10pm

Home cooked food - generous portions - beyond excellent
customer service from beginning to the end of your visit.
Breakfast for Dinner and Dinner for Breakfast. An authentic
diner experience, a must visit place on the Public News register

IDINE OUT AT'LEAST
HREE TIMES AWEEK.
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with cinematic entertainment on a Friday or
Saturday night when nothing good is showing,
I’'m not going to take them to the Mall Cop 2.
I’d much rather order pizza and put in Star Wars
at home.

Obviously some of these movies have their
fans, and while I tend to have trouble wrapping
my head around that fact, at the end of the day I
still understand film is subjective and that one’s
trash can be another’s treasure.

I’ll even admit there are sequels I look forward
to when the majority of others would rather
brush them off. This was the case when Pirates
of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides (2011)
came out. Many were tired of the Pirates series,
but I for one was disappointed with the first two
sequels, and was more than pleased with the
stand-alone nature and freshness of Stranger
Tides. A fifth Pirates film is set to debut in 2017,
and I’m sure I’ll hear the same fussing when the
time comes. But given the continuing Marvel
Cinematic Universe, return of Star Wars and
eventual return of Indiana Jones—all under Dis-
ney’s belt—I don’t think Pirates will be carrying
the same weight it did 10 years ago, and will
soon meet its end.

All in all, Hollywood sequels have become
more of a commonality than they should
perhaps, thanks to the overwhelming success of
The Godfather Part IT (1974) and The Empire
Strikes Back (1980). And moviegoers will gen-
erally detest sequels and complain about lack
of originality in Hollywood. Unfortunately, all

I can say about that is this: Stop paying to see
them, and Hollywood will stop making them.
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