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Texas State Hosts First Quidditch Cup

Oct 30 2012 - 12:00am | Glen Tadych

The intense competition of 12 Texas schools and a fair spectator turnout Saturday brought the Quidditch Association

at Texas State a new level of exposure in the first annual Quidditch Diamond Cup.

The Diamond Cup stands as the first International Quidditch Association and National Confederation of Broomstick

Athletes compliant tournament held south of Austin. It’s the first Quidditch cup Texas State has ever hosted.

In addition to Texas State, the University of Texas, Texas A&M University, Baylor University, Sam Houston State University,

Rice University, Texas Tech University, the University of North Texas and the University of Texas at San Antonio were

present to compete.

Texas A&M won the tournament in a final match with Baylor University, leading 70-30, but the day was still a victorious one

for Texas State, which took third place overall. The Bobcats achieved their highest tournament ranking to date.

The Diamond Cup means more to Texas State team members than a new ranking. The tournament itself stands as a

milestone for Bobcat collegiate Quidditch, taking another step to shake off the dismissal that accompanies the sport.

“We’ve been trying to get more respect from our peers,” said Tournament Director Jordon Parisher, English sophomore,

team member and president of the Quidditch Association at Texas State.  “This is a highly intense, athletic contest, and

people who haven’t seen it just don’t comprehend how much athletic skill actually goes into this.”

A whole Saturday filled with sprinting, tackling, cuts and numerous shoulder injuries broadcasted a simple fact to the

skeptics. That fact is this sport is real. The UT Quidditch team forfeiting the semi-final match with Texas State solely due to

injuries is as real as it gets in the athletic world.

Parisher described the sport as being composed of two components: a nerdy side where fans of the “Harry Potter” book

series get to participate in a real-life adaptation of the fictional game, and an athletic side displaying full-tackle and full-

speed intercollegiate activity. 

Hosting the Diamond Cup might have been a challenge for the Bobcats if not for the progress already made by the

organization in establishing Quidditch as a legitimate sport.

“We couldn’t have even dreamed of doing it last year with getting established as a recognized sports club,” said Matthew

Morris, accounting sophomore and field manager for the tournament. 

Morris said the growth of the sport at Texas State has brought in more recruits this school year and, for the first time, the

organization set up a representation booth at freshman orientation, helping increase publicity around campus.

“It’s a really good social activity for students who usually tend to stay in,” Morris said.

The next milestone for the Quidditch Association at Texas State is the Bobcats’ debut participation in the International

Quidditch Association World Cup.
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Texas State seeker and political science senior Cullen Ricks

said the organization’s hosting of the recent tournament serves

as a major contributing factor to going to the World Cup in the

following year.

“(The tournament has) built up a lot of revenue for the

organization,” Ricks said.

Ricks expressed how the tournament and future participation in

the World Cup can affect Texas State’s status in the

International Quidditch Association in relation to other

universities.

“A&M and UT are the best teams in Texas,” Ricks said. “We

hope we’ve grown to join that recognition.”

Texas State’s placing following the Diamond Cup has instilled

faith in the organization’s members with regard to the future of

the Quidditch Association at Texas State.

“(This) spring will be our first time competing in the World Cup,”

Parisher said. “We’re really good, and I think we can win.”

0 comments

What's this?RECOMMENDED FOR YOUALSO ON UNIVERSITY STAR | ARTICLE COMMENTS

Leave a message...

DiscussionDiscussion CommunityCommunity ##

No one has commented yet.

Sony breaks serious new ground...  Review ed

When Hunger Strikes: The 10 Most Filling
Foods (SLIDESHOW)  AOL

Why leaders need to develop their emotional
intelligence  KellyOCG

Gretchen Rubin: 5 Tips I Used This Morning
To Help Myself Feel Calmer  AOL

Should You Sell Investments to Avoid Higher
Taxes in 2013?  AMEX Open Forum

Romney’s vision for students makes him best
choice  2 comments

The Main Point: Incumbent best council
choice for students  7 comments

More music venues, events needed in San
Marcos  2 comments

Campus political organizations face off  
1 comment

ASG votes in favor of concealed carry  
7 comments

55 Stars Stars

Questions? Need to get in contact with us? University Star, 601 University Drive, Trinity Building, San Marcos, Texas 78666 | Phone 512.245.3487 | Fax 512.245.3708

 Aaron

Interesting article. it may be worth knowing

that Shane Scott is being sued for Fraud

the day before the election. Here is the link

to the Press Release....

The Main Point: Scott deserves students’

vote in Place 6 elections · 2 days ago

 Joseph Sadler

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v...

Campus political organizations face off · 3

days ago

AUTHOR

- select -

Go

http://star.txstate.edu/category/navigation/trends
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6248#
http://disqus.com/
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6248#
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6248#
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6248#
http://www.camcorderinfo.com/content/Sony-Handycam-NEX-VG900-First-Impressions-Review.htm?utm_source=Disqus&utm_medium=CPC
http://livebetteramerica.aol.com/2012/10/09/the-10-most-filling-foods_n_1943843.html?ncid=dynaldusaolp00000140
http://www.kellyocg.com/Knowledge/KellyOCG_Blog/Why_leaders_need_to_develop_their_emotional_intelligence/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gretchen-rubin/stress-tips_b_1915878.html?ncid=dynaldusaolp00000140
http://www.openforum.com/articles/should-you-sell-investments-to-avoid-higher-taxes-in-2013/?extlink=ps-openf-disqustest
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6258
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6257
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6245
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6252
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6207
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6248#
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6248#
http://disqus.com/guest/031a767de33d181e7bf9719ac3933c82/
http://disqus.com/guest/031a767de33d181e7bf9719ac3933c82/
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6266
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6266#comment-701266110
http://disqus.com/guest/c7bf89b019345e83a3ae1e2575429d46/
http://disqus.com/guest/c7bf89b019345e83a3ae1e2575429d46/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcBNYXxYVO4
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6252
http://star.txstate.edu/node/6252#comment-700563619
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/adServer.bs?cn=tf&c=20&mc=click&pli=5367710&PluID=0&ord=[timestamp]

